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 Problem behavior involves complex interactions among 
controlling variables.

Individual problem behaviors may be maintained by 
more than one mechanism

A group of problem behaviors may be members of a 
single response class

Horner 1994



Scott, Lerman, and Luck 2018

Relevant antecedents and consequences may take a 
variety of forms

Events may be subtle

More than one antecedent or consequence can occur 
simultaneously



It can be challenging for those with limited training 

in the science of behavior to discriminate 
between relevant and 

irrelevant stimuli when forming 

hypotheses of function



“ A connection between an operant and 
a reinforcing stimulus can be 

established independently of 
any specific stimulation 

acting prior to the 
response.”

The Behavior of Organisms p. 177
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By 

Consequences



Does 
antecedent 

information affect 
the 

accurate 
identification 

of escape and 
attention functions 
by observers with

limited 
experience?
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I know you hate 
this but you have to 

play with your 
shape sorter

I know you are tired 
but it’s time to play 

with your shape 
sorter
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with your new 
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love it so much 

Play with that 
brand new shape 
sorter you bought 
with your birthday  
money yesterday
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No I don’t want 
to 

I don’t feel like 
it

Please do it 
with me

Will you please 
play too?
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__________ ___________

I will do it with 
you

It is nice to play 
together
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Discussion

the cause of the error may not be clear



The ability to pinpoint controlling stimuli is

essential to treatment

Discussion



This 
procedure 

was 

efficient

Discussion



Participants 
completed the 

assessment 
under 

differing 
conditions

Participants were asked to hypothesize function based 

upon the current trial only

Considerations



How is each type of error

best remediated? 
May be helpful in other applications, such as 

parent training and support
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